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On the passage of one year since Israel’s war against the Palestinian people in the Gaza Strip, it is with
the deepest sorrow that we remember the 2,251 Palestinians, among them at least 299 women and 556 children,
who were killed during the Israeli occupying Power’s 51-day bombardment that inflicted terror, death and
massive destruction on Gaza. We memorialize all whose lives were so brutally taken and underscore the
continuing plight of the traumatized survivors of this devastating war, including more than 11,000 injured.
We strongly condemn Israel’s crimes against our people, crimes that deplorably continue with impunity.
The UN Commission of Inquiry’s report on the Gaza conflict found robust evidence that Israel’s attacks last
summer violated international humanitarian law and human rights law, violated the principles of distinction,
proportionality and precaution, and were approved at the highest levels of the Israeli government. We repeat our
calls to the international community, including the Security Council, to act to hold Israel, the occupying Power,
accountable for its war crimes and compel its compliance with the law. We also remain committed to pursuing
accountability at the International Criminal Court, convinced it is imperative for ending impunity and achieving
justice, both imperative for peace.
We draw urgent attention to the dire humanitarian crisis that persists in Gaza as a result of the Israeli
military aggression and 8-year blockade, inhumanely imposed in collective punishment of Gaza’s 1.8
Palestinians. Poverty, unemployment and food insecurity are rampant, reaching unprecedented levels.
Unemployment stands at 43%, the highest in the world, and at 60% for the youth population (age 15-20), and
nearly 80% of the population has been forced into aid dependency. All of Gaza suffers severe electricity and
water shortages, with over 90% of the water not fit for human consumption. 100,000 people remain internally
displaced and homeless, as not a single home of the thousands of homes totally destroyed by the Israeli occupying
forces has been rebuilt due to the ongoing blockade and despite financial pledges made at the Cairo Conference in
October 2014.
We reiterate our calls for the full lifting of the Israeli blockade and for the sustained, normal movement of
persons and goods into and out of Gaza in accordance with international humanitarian law and to enable
desperately-needed human, physical and economic recovery and rehabilitation. Israel, the occupying Power, must
respect all its legal obligations, including under the 4th Geneva Convention. We also appeal to the international
community to fulfill its pledges to adequately fund Gaza’s reconstruction on an urgent basis.
During this somber time, we remember the thousands of Palestinian victims of Israel’s wars and crimes
and reaffirm that the sole way to halt the immense suffering of the Palestinian people is by ending the nearly halfcentury, illegal Israeli occupation and fulfilling the long-overdue inalienable rights of the Palestinian people,
including to self-determination, freedom and independence. The State of Palestine remains committed to its
pursuit of justice and peace and pays tribute to the Palestinian people’s resilience in this long march for freedom
in the face of the immense challenges and tragedies unjustly inflicted on them for decades.
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